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weary of them in half the time. This fact is partly ac-
counted for by the particular interest of the first child in
that sort of experience, but also it may be a sign of the
different temperaments, for the impulsive child seldom con-
centrates for long at a time. It is obviously most important
that neither child should be distracted from his occupation,
but the bird-witted child needs careful help. No matter
how young he is, he should be encouraged to give more
time, however little more, to his occupation, and no zeal
on the part of his elder friend to keep him amused should
cause her to find him some other occupation immediately.
A healthy absence of exciting stimuli often forces a child
to find occupation for himself. Watching happy inde-
pendent people of three playing in a good infant school
where it is not possible to ' keep ' every child amused, one
sees clearly how much occupation each child gets from the
toys he has selected and how seldom one hears that depress-
ing question, ' What shall I do next ? '
At the stage in school life when formal acquisition of the
three R's becomes a condition of further progress, education
is still purposive if the children realize the necessity of
reading, writing or doing sums. A very little discussion
leads the children to see that they must practise these new
arts and I have never known a school in which teachers
were wise enough to wait until the children wanted to read
where these practice periods were not faithfully kept.
The joy about project work is that the children not only
build a dock, organize a theatre, &c., &c., with purpose
and concentration, but that it gives them the desire to
acquire the skills necessary for their future life. What is
more, each child wants to learn as quickly as possible and
so the volitional habit of getting to work quickly and
working with effort gets a start.
Later, given the right interests and the right environ-
ment, the growing boy realizes the world is so full of a
number of things that he has no desire to loaf about and

